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Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Gloria—Sung by all 
Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
    receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
The Collect of the Day 
God be with you. 
And also with you. 
Together, let us pray. 

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the 
fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your 
heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

A Reading from the Book of Exodus Exodus 17:1-7 
From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the Lord 
commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. The people 
quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel 
with me? Why do you test the Lord?” But the people thirsted there for water; and the people 
complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children 
and livestock with thirst?”  
So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone 
me.” The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with 
you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. I will be standing there in 
front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people 
may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. He called the place Massah and 
Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?” 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16  The People respond with verses in bold    
     Attendite, popule 
1     Hear my teaching, O my people; * 

incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 
2     I will open my mouth in a parable; * 

I will declare the mysteries of ancient times. 
3     That which we have heard and known, 
      and what our forefathers have told us, * 

we will not hide from their children. 
4     We will recount to generations to come 
      the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the Lord, * 

and the wonderful works he has done. 
12    He worked marvels in the sight of their forefathers, * 

in the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan. 
13    He split open the sea and let them pass through; * 

he made the waters stand up like walls. 
14    He led them with a cloud by day, * 

and all the night through with a glow of fire. 
15    He split the hard rocks in the wilderness * 

and gave them drink as from the great deep. 
16    He brought streams out of the cliff, * 

and the waters gushed out like rivers. 

A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Philippians      Philippians 2:1-13 
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, 
any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, 
being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in 
humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, 
but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though 
he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but 
emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in 
human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a 
cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much 
more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who 
is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Hymn 439—What wondrous love is this        Wondrous Love 

The Gospel Matthew 21:23-32 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was 
teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 
Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you 
by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human 
origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then 
did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard 
John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I 
tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 



“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the 
vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The father went 
to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two 
did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you 
in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes 
believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him. 
The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Sermon  
    A period of silence is kept 

The Nicene Creed BCP 358 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven:  
by the power of the Holy Spirit  
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

Prayers of the People, Form III BCP 387 
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;  
That we all may be one.  
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people.  
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;  
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.  
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.  



Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;  
That our works may find favor in your sight.  

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress.  

Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human heart and especially 
the hearts of the people of this land; 
That barriers which divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; that our 
divisions being healed, we may live in justice and peace.  

Give to the departed eternal rest;  
Let light perpetual shine upon them.  

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;  
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.  

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.  

Silence  

We pray for members who are bidding our prayers: Susan & Rob, Sally, Rob, Henry, Sandy, Claire 
& Logan, Stephanie, Tom & Robin, Tom, Terri, and Sara Kathryn 

We pray for friends and family: Bill & Carolyn, Isabel, Tim, Cholly, Sandy, May, Bill, Jackie & 
Thomas, Will, the people of Haiti and the students and staff of BTI, and Emmaus House and the 
Peoplestown community. 

We pray for those who are sick from Covid-19; for the 202,000 people in the United States who 
have died and nearly 1,000,000 lives lost world-wide; for all those who grieve; and for all our 
friends and family who serve as healthcare or public health professionals.  

We pray for those affected by the storms in the gulf and the wildfires in the west.  

We pray in gratitude for the life and work of Ruth Bader Ginsburg and we pray for comfort to 
those who grieve her death. 

We pray for those who are sick from Covid-19; for the 202,000 people in the United States who 
have died and nearly 1,000,000 lives lost world-wide; for all those who grieve; and for all our 
friends and family who serve as healthcare or public health professionals.  

We pray for those affected by the storms in the gulf and the wildfires in the west.  

We pray in gratitude for the life and work of Ruth Bader Ginsburg and we pray for comfort to 
those who grieve her death. 

We pray for those who are working now for racial justice here in  
our city, around the country, and throughout the world. 

We pray for the people of this land to rely on your strength and to 
accept their responsibilities to their fellow citizens; that we may elect trustworthy leaders and make 
wise decisions for the well-being of our society. 

We pray for those who have died: Marge Hyland, mother-in-law of Paul Hinson;  
The Rev. Melissa Kean, priest at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, Rome, Georgia 

And now, you may offer your own intercessions and thanksgivings. 

Celebrant’s concluding collect 
Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, “Peace I give to you; my own peace I leave with you:” 
Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and give to us the peace and unity of that 
heavenly City, where with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 



Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Celebrant and People 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen.  

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

The Offertory 
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.   Ephesians 5:2 

Epiphany operates primarily on the faithful giving of our members.  
Go to epiphany.org and click on “Ways to Give” on the “give” menu. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen. 

A Blessing and Thanksgiving for the Ministry of Laraine Fraijo-Paul 
God of Love, your Spirit guides all our journey. We give thanks for Laraine’s ministry among us 
and for the children’s whose lives were touched by the lessons of God’s love she taught. Guide her 
in the many new forms her ministry will take, that she may be a word of hope for a world in need. 
Surround her family with your love and care. We ask this in the name of the God who guides all 
our journeys. Amen. 

The Blessing  

Hymn 686—Come, thou fount of every blessing Nettleton 

The Dismissal 
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  
Thanks be to God.  


