
  The Episcopal Church of the Epiphany  
 BAPTISM AT EPIPHANY 
 
When do we baptize?  

Baptism is the sacrament that the church celebrates on four of the major feast days during the church year, Easter, 
Pentecost, All Saints’, and the Baptism of our Lord Jesus Christ. Baptism can also take place on the Transfiguration 
and during the Visitation of the Bishop. Our focus of baptizing on these days helps remind the community as well as 
the baptized that we all belong to a long and venerable tradition of celebrating that we are all “Christ’s own forever.” 

Baptismal dates through the end of 2019 are:  

January 6,  2019 
Feast of  the Epiphany/Bishop’s  Visi t  4:00 p.m. 

January 13, 2019 
Feast  of  the Baptism of our Lord 

Apri l  21,  2019 
The Easter  Vigi l  6:00 a.m. sunrise service 

Apri l  28,  2019 
The Sunday fol lowing Easter 

June 9,  2019 
The Sunday of Pentecost  

August 11, 2019 
The Feast  of  the Transfiguration of our Lord 

November 3,  2019 
All  Saints '  Sunday  

Attached is our Baptism Information Form. This form provides all the pertinent information for the permanent 
register, the baptismal certificate and the baptism banner. The banner, made for children twelve and under, is used 
during the procession on the day of the baptism and is yours to take home so that your child will have a reminder of 
the day. 

Please return it to me at least two weeks before the date of the baptism so that our volunteers who make the 
certificate and banner have enough time to prepare them.  

If you already know the date and time you would like, email the parish office at parishadmin@epiphany.org with the 
full name of your child, date and preferred service time. 

There is a mandatory baptism seminar, held on the Saturday that proceeds the Sunday of baptism at 10 a.m. 

In order to baptize your child at Church of the Epiphany you and the godparents (if in town) must attend this 
seminar. Please arrange childcare for the duration of the seminar. The seminar explores the idea of sacrament, plays 
with the images of baptism, and walks through the liturgy so that you and the godparents will have a sense of the 
covenant that you are about to make on behalf of your child.  

As for Godparents, also attached is a copy of the godparent certificate that they will receive. It includes prayers for 
special occasions in the child’s life as well as suggestions for involvement as their roles as sponsor for your child. As 
you consider who will be godparents to your child, have a conversation with those candidates about what they will say 
on behalf of your child (see The Book of Common Prayer, Pages 301 & 302). Godparents need to be present to your 
child in a multitude of ways, particularly to help them “grow into the full stature of Christ.” Though the medieval 
custom of two godparents of the same sex and one of the opposite is a long-standing tradition in the Episcopal 
Church, any number of godparents may be chosen. If you have any questions about Godparents or about the Baptism 
service, feel free to contact the Rector.  



 THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY 

 BAPTISM INFORMATION FORM 

 
  

 Date of Application:       

Full Name: 
       

Goes by Name: 
      

Address: 
      

Gender:       Age: 
      

 
      

Date of Birth: 
      

Place of Birth: 
      

Parent’s Full Name: 
      

(as it would appear on Baptismal Certificate) 

Parent’s Full Name: 
      

(as it would appear on Baptismal Certificate) 

Parent’s Residence (if different): 
      

 
      

Telephone:  
      Email:       

Religious Affiliation of Parents:  
      

 

 WITNESSES OR GODPARENTS  

1 Name:       
 
 

2 Name:       
 
 

3 Name:       
 
 

Date of Baptism:        Hour:       

Place of Baptism: Church of the Epiphany, Atlanta, GA     
 
 

C l i ck  the  Pr in t  bu t ton  fo r  a  ha rd  copy  fo r  your se l f .  C l i ck  the  Ema i l  bu t ton  to  s end  da t a  to  the  
pa r i sh  o f f i c e .   
 
You  c an  a l so  r e tu rn  the  fo rm to Church of the Epiphany via fax at 404.373.5405, by mail at 2089 Ponce de Leon Ave., 
NE, Atlanta, GA 30307 or provide the information by email at info@epiphany.org. 



Prayers 
FOR A BIRTHDAY 

O God, look with favor, I pray, on my Godchild, 

   
as another year begins. Grant that (he/she) may grow in 
wisdom and grace, and strengthen (his/her) trust in your 
goodness all the days of (his/her) life; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, Amen. 

 
FOR ANNIVERSARY OF BAPTISM 

Accept my prayers and thanks, O God, for my Godchild, 

   
who was received into the household of God through Holy 
Baptism. Sustain (him/her), O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. 
Give (him/her) an inquiring and discerning heart, the 
courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and love 
you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 
FOR ONE ABOUT TO BE CONFIRMED 

O God, who through the teachings of your Son Jesus Christ 
prepared the disciples for the coming of the Comforter, 
make ready the heart and mind of your servant, my 
Godchild, 

   
who at this time is seeking to be strengthened by the gift of 
the Holy Spirit through the laying on of hands, that 
drawing near with a penitent and faithful heart, (he/she) 
may evermore be filled with the power of the divine 
indwelling; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 
 

This is to Certify that 

   
is a Godparent to 

   
WHO WAS BORN    

and who was sealed by the Spirit in 

Holy Baptism 
and Marked as Christ’s Own Forever 

ON    A.D.    

IN    
   

(SIGNED)    

Other Sponsors 

    

 

Other Sponsors 

   



Suggestions for Godparents 
Through the solemn promises you made to God, you are 
responsible for your godchild. Yours is a sacred 
relationship from which there should come happiness and 
spiritual gain, both to you and to your godchild.  
 

In carrying out your trust, the following suggestions will 
prove helpful: 
 

1. Form the habit of praying regularly for your godchild by 
name, especially at celebrations of the Eucharist. (For 
your convenience, special prayers for your godchild are 
included on this certificate. Personalize them by 
inserting, where indicated, the child’s Christian name or 
the appropriate pronouns.) 

2. Support your godchild in the practice of receiving Holy 
Communion regularly. If First Communion is celebrated 
in your godchild’s parish, be present and receive 
Communion on that day. 

3. Encourage attendance by your godchild at Church 
services—go along when possible. 

4. Cultivate your godchild’s friendship. Multiply helpful 
contacts. Remember birthdays and baptismal 
anniversaries with appropriate letters and gifts. 

5. When your godchild is old enough, see that the child is 
enrolled in Church School and attends faithfully. 

6. See that your godchild has a Bible and a Prayer Book 
and that they are used. 

7. Remember your responsibility as a Sponsor for the 
Christian growth and education of your godchild. Be 
prepared to discuss the Christian life with your godchild 
whenever possible. 

8. Teach your godchild to look forward eagerly to 
Confirmation. By all means, be present at that service. 

A Godparent’s Prayer 

O LORD JESUS CHRIST, you embrace 

children with the arms of your mercy, 

and make them living members of your 

Church; give grace, I pray you, 

to my Godchild, 

   

to stand fast in your faith, to obey your 

word, and to abide in your love; that, 

being made strong by your Holy Spirit, 

(he/she) may resist temptation, and may 

rejoice in the life that now is, and dwell 

with you in the life to come; through 

your merits, O Merciful Savior, who 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit 

lives and reigns, one God, for ever 

and ever. Amen. 
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